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One item missing Two items missing Three or more items
missing

4 points 3 points 2 points 1 pt. or less

Thesis Statement Introduction states
purpose of paper in
concise, engaging
language and previews
structure of paper.

The Introduction states
topic and previews
scope of the paper.

Introduction intro-
duces main topic with
little elaboration.

Poor or no clear
 introduction of topic.

4 points 3 points 2 points 1 pt. or less

Body Paragraphs show depth
of facts & knowledge.
Balances analysis and
refection. Good voice.

Each paragraph shows
sufficient supporting
detail.

Paragraphs do not go
deeply into facts or
analysis.

Most paragraphs do not
support thesis.

8 points 6 points 4 points 2 pt. or less

Originality &
 Development of

Ideas

Ideas follow in an
original and logical
pattern of well
developed thought.

Development of ideas is
logical.

Ideas and thoughts not
fully developed.

Little or no evidence of
a logical flow of ideas.

10 points 8 points 6 points 4 pt. or less

Grammar No errors in spelling or
sentence structure.

Few errors in spelling or
sentence structure.

Many errors in spelling
or sentence structure.

Numerous errors render
some text as confusing.

4 points 3 points 2 points 1 pt. or less

Quotes & Citations
All graphics, quotes,
and references are
correctly documented.

Some citations.  Most
are in correct format.

Few cited works.
Some reference errors.

Lacking, absent, or
poorly referenced.

4 points 3 points 2 points 1 pt. or less

Conclusion Engaging conclusion
shows evidence of
personal learning.

Conclusion shows
 solid learning.

Conclusion shows
little reflection.

Unfocused conclusion.

6 points 5 points 4 points 2 pt. or less

40 Points Total


